
Piglet Euthanasia – Blunt-Force Trauma  

 
Determine farm protocols to: 

• Define conditions that require humane euthanasia. 

• Define appropriate euthanasia procedures and techniques, per American Association of 

Swine Veterinarians and National Pork Board guidelines for piglets prior to weaning.  

• Define storage and maintenance protocols for euthanasia equipment. 

• Determine criteria to revise current protocols or take additional actions. 

 

There are multiple ways to perform this procedure. The following is a template to assist in 

customizing a standard operating procedure for this procedure on your farm. Edit as 

necessary to describe the procedures specific to your farm. 

 

Introduction 

All farms will at some time have an animal that requires euthanasia. This should be done in a 

timely, appropriate and humane manner. A piglet that may be compromised, poor-doing, non-

ambulatory, non-responsive to treatment or severely ill or injured should be evaluated as a 

potential candidate for euthanasia. Proper use of blunt-force trauma can provide a humane and 

acceptable method of euthanasia and can help shorten the length of time that animal well-being 

may be compromised.  

 

Following and applying approved euthanasia protocols is critical to successful completion of the 

procedure.  

  

Safety  

Hazards: stuck by or against object, fall (slip, trip), caught between sow feeder or safety bars, 

animal bite, debris in eyes, dust (respiratory), noise (hearing) 

 

Personal protective equipment (PPE) that may be used to help ensure safety includes eye 

protection, gloves and safety-toe boots.  

 

Be aware of hand placement and position at all times, since there is a potential for striking hands 

during this process.  

 

Preparation 

 

Supplies needed for “Piglet Euthanasia – Blunt-Force Trauma” procedure may include:  

• Blunt object of sufficient form and mass to impart humane death with a single blow.  

 

Procedure 

Identify the piglet to be euthanized according to farm protocol. (A piglet should be less than 12 

pounds in order to use blunt-force trauma for euthanasia.)  

 

Perform the euthanasia using one of the two methods described: 

 



Method 1: Place the piglet on its stomach on a suitably sturdy, flat, hard surface. Restrain the 

piglet by holding the piglet’s back, taking note of your hand placement so you do not hit and 

injure your hand during the procedure. Provide a rapid, sharp, firm blow with the 

object/instrument on top of the piglet’s head, over the brain.  

 

Method 2: Hold the piglet firmly with two hands by both of the hind legs above the hock. The 

abdomen of the pig should face away from you. Swing the pig quickly and firmly so that the top 

of the head strikes against a flat, solid object.  

 

It is essential that the blow be administered firmly, swiftly and with absolute determination. Loss 

of consciousness is rapid when the method is performed properly.  

 

Observe the pig for stages of death. The pigs’ body will usually become extremely tense after the 

initial blow, followed by gradual relaxation. This stage is typically followed involuntary kicking 

or paddling movements for a minute or two. If there’s any doubt whether the piglet is dead, 

repeat the blow.  

 

Remove euthanized pigs from the barn for proper disposal.   

 

Resources Referenced 

See the National Pork Board’s and the American Association of Swine Veterinarians’ (AASV) 

guidelines for euthanasia.  

• http://www.aasv.org   - “On Farm Euthanasia of Swine” 

• http://www.pork.org   – English and Spanish versions “On Farm Euthanasia of Swine” 

 

Follow-up 

Conduct regular observation of euthanasia practices to assure that the shortest amount of time is 

involved to euthanize animals in a humane manner.  

 

http://www.aasv.org/
http://www.pork.org/
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