
Tail Docking 
 

Determine farm protocols to: 

• Define age guidelines and tail docking methods.  

• Observe each pig for health status and vigor after procedure. 

• Record actions taken.  

• Determine criteria to revise current protocols or take additional actions. 

 

There are multiple ways to perform this procedure. The following is a template to assist in 

customizing a standard operating procedure for this procedure on your farm. Edit as 

necessary to describe the procedures specific to your farm. 

 

Introduction 

Tail biting is a behavior that negatively impacts the health and well-being of pigs. Tail biting can 

result in open wounds, bleeding, infection and even death. The most successful method of 

reducing tail biting is by docking piglets’ tails within the first few days of age.   

 

Safety 

Personal protective equipment (PPE) to help ensure safety may include exam gloves, protective 

eyewear, a dust mask, hearing protection and safety-toe boots.  

 

Pay careful attention during tail docking to help you avoid cuts and burns. It’s also important to 

remember that a sow may become aggressive when her piglets are being handled.  

 

Preparation 

Supplies needed for tail docking may include:  

• Electric or butane-fueled cauterizing tail docker 

• Fuel for butane-fueled equipment, if applicable 

• Side cutter  

• Spray bottle of topical disinfectant 

 

Procedure 

• Pick up a piglet and restrain it by the hind legs.  

• Expose the tail.  

• Face the flat side of the cauterizing docker or the side cutters toward the body. 

• Quickly, but carefully, cut the tail between one-half to one inch in length.  

o When using an electric or a butane-fueled tail-docker to cut the tail and cauterize 

the wound, cutting too slowly may cause undesired tissue burns. 

• Spray the tail area with topical disinfectant. 

• Place the piglet back into the stall it was taken from, or continue with other processing 

procedures, per your operation’s piglet processing protocol.  

 

Follow-up 

Monitor tail and tail area for any sign of infection, and treat as needed with topical antibiotic.  
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