
Removing Dead Animals - Breeding and Grow-Finish 

  
Introduction 

Every operation must be prepared to deal with dead animals in order to help prevent potential 

biosecurity issues, such as being a source of disease that may be transmitted to healthy animals.  

Dead animals from breeding and grow/finish barns must be removed and transported in a timely 

and safe manner to the farm’s dead livestock disposal area.  

 

Safety  

Personal protective equipment (PPE) that should be used to help ensure safety throughout the 

Removing Dead Animals from Breeding and Grow-Finish process includes: leather gloves, a dust 

mask, hearing protection, safety-toe boots and protective coveralls. The protective coveralls are 

necessary for safety protection, as well as for biosecurity reasons.  

 

Moving a large, heavy mortality must be done in a manner that does not cause personal injury to 

the handler/caretaker due to straining, pulling or lifting improperly. A lumbar support belt may 

be worn as an added safety precaution.  

 

Preparation 

Supplies needed for proper removal of dead animals from breeding and grow-finish include:  

• Snare 

• Dead animal cart with cable loop and winch 

• Rubber or leather gloves 

• Pen and notepad/record sheet 

 

Procedure 

A dead animal should be moved out of its pen to the exterior barn door location within 2 hours of 

its discovery. Record the number of dead animals on the record sheet. If the animal is identified 

individually, record the animal’s identification on the appropriate farm record sheet. If the 

animal is recorded by group or pen ID, record the group or pen number on the appropriate record 

sheet. 

 

Ensure that all farm biosecurity protocols are followed during the Removing Dead Animals 

– Breeding and Grow-Finish process. 

 

For pigs heavier than 45 pounds: 

• Inspect dead-animal cart for functionality and safety prior to use. Notify a supervisor 

if repairs are needed and cannot be completed easily and quickly. 

• Using the dead-animal cart, secure the cable loop firmly around the dead animal’s 

neck behind the ears. Ensure the ratchet mechanism is engaged on the winch, and 

slowly crank the cable until it is tight.  

• Square the dead-animal cart directly in front of the animal, and slowly crank the 

animal onto the cart, making sure that the dead animal is centered on the cart. 

• Using the dead-animal cart as a lever, slowly pull the animal out of the stall or pen, 

keeping in mind that the cart should be headed in the direction of the exterior barn 

door as much as possible. 



• Wheel the cart with the dead animal to the appropriate exterior barn door. 

• Open the exterior barn door, and wheel the cart and animal to the edge of the barn 

door. 

• Carefully release the ratchet mechanism and turn winch crank to loosen the cable 

holding the dead animal on the cart.  

• Allow the dead animal to slide down the cart and remove the cable loop from the 

animal. Ensure the animal is placed in an area protected from pests and public view. 

• Crank the cable back tight on the cart.   

• Repeat procedure for other dead animals. 

• Clean and disinfect the dead-animal cart; then store the cart in the designated storage 

area.  

 

For pigs 45 pounds or less: 

• Grab the dead animal securely by one or both rear legs and drag or carry it to the 

appropriate exterior barn door. 

• Set the dead animal outside the door in an area protected from pests and public view. 

• Record each dead animal on the appropriate farm record sheet, including the farm’s 

breeding stock removal records if it was a breeding herd animal. 

 

Pending final pickup or on-site processing of mortalities, all animal carcasses must be stored in a 

secure location to prevent access by pests such as insects, and scavenger and vector animals; 

protect the carcasses from weather to avoid generation of contaminated runoff water; and shield 

the secure location from public view.  

 

Follow-up 

If the dead-animal cart cable becomes frayed, the winch crank does not operate properly, or other 

equipment concerns arise, contact your supervisor and/or farm maintenance personnel. 

At the end of the day, follow dead animal removal procedures to deal with carcasses outside of 

barn.  
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