
Feeder Adjustments 

 
Determine farm protocols to: 

• Check and maintain all feeders and feeding equipment. 

• Adjust feeders to provide access for feed with minimal wastage. 

 

There are multiple ways to perform this procedure. The following is a template to assist in 

customizing a standard operating procedure for this procedure on your farm. Edit as 

necessary to describe the procedures specific to your farm. 

 

Introduction 

Feed should be provided to growing pigs in a manner that fully satisfies their needs, does not 

restrict access to feed and does not provide too much feed at one time. Proper feeder adjustment 

helps maximize pig growth while avoiding excess feed waste and increased feed costs.   

 

Safety 

Hazards: cut (sharp object inside feeder), stepped on by animal, struck by animal, stuck by or 

against object, fall (slip, trip), pinch points, debris in eyes, dust (respiratory) 

 

Personal protective equipment (PPE) that may be used includes protective eyewear, a dust mask, 

safety-toe boots and leather gloves.  

 

Preparation 

Supplies needed for feeder adjustments may include:  

• Scraper or gate rod 

• Feeder adjustment guidelines  

 

Procedure 

• See the manufacturer’s feeder adjustment instructions that are appropriate for the type of 

feeders in your barn.  

• Evaluate the amount of feed present in the feeder pan and compare to the 

recommendations.  

• Make any necessary adjustments to the feeders.  

• If too loose (too much feed in pan), tighten adjustment mechanism to slow the 

movement of feed into the pan. 

• If too tight (not enough feed in pan), first check that the feeder is not plugged. Then 

adjust the mechanism to increase the flow of feed into the feed pan.  

• Make adjustments in small increments. Allow time for pigs to access the feeder for a 

few hours, and re-evaluate to determine if the feeder is adjusted correctly. 

 

Observe the feeders daily for the desired setting and adjust, if necessary.  

 

Follow-up 

If feeders cannot be adjusted properly, contact your supervisor.  
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